ACT ONE
SCENE ONE. [T, Nick, Tara, Sasha, Lilya and choir bold mesh cloth "River” and sing.}

MUSIC (all 5 students sing): BATAHTbI: HA ®PAHLLY3CKOM CTOPOHE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1w3iF6j0EpY A.TyxmaHos - Baranmsi (p/m A.TuH36ypr)
MECEHKA CTYZAEHTA

Bo chpaHLLy3CKOM CTOPOHE,
Ha uyx6én nnaHéTe
MpencToNT y4NTbLCA MHE

B yHuBepcuTéTe.

Jlo uerd Tockylo 4 -

He cka3aTb cnoBamu,
MnaubTe X, MUNble ApPY3bA,
FopbKUMUK cnesamu,

Ha npouiaHue noxmém
Mbl Apyr ApYry pykw,

M noknHeT 6TYNi A0M
My4YyeHUK HayKW.

BoT cTo10, Aepxy Becno,
Yépes Mur otuanio,
Cépaue 6éaHoe ceend
CkOpbbio 1 neyansio.

Tuxo nnéuweTcq BoAa -
Fonybas néuTa,
BcnoMuHanTe nHorpa
Bawero cTyaéHTa.

MHOro 3uM 1 MHOro net
Mpoxunu Ml BMECTe,
CoxpaHunB CBATOM 06ET
BépHocTu 1 yéctum,

Hy Tak byabTe e Bceraa
XunBbl 1 300pOBHbI,

Bépio meHb NpMAET, KOraa
Cenaunmcsa Mbl CHOBaA,
Bcex Bac BMécTe cobepy,
Ecnu Ha uyxbiHe

A cnyyanHo He nompy
OT CcBO&N naTbiHWU.

LIGHTS change.

SCENE TWO.

SCREEN: Search for an apartment for four in Eugene, UO proximity.
Nick’s Voice. This one’s too far from campus. Tara’s Voice. This one isn’t, see? Oh, but it’s expensive. Ty’s
Voice. This one’s in a basement. Look at this one. | like the pictures. SCREEN UP.

SCENE THREE.  {Realtor, Tara, Nick, Sasha, Lilya, Lady Rain, Ty, Blue Muppet, Green Muppet, Pink Muppet]

Three (two or one are also OK) doors on stage.
Realtor: 1t’s really cute, you’ll see. Within walking distance to campus, but still very quiet.
Tara. Will we walk to school all year round? I’'ve heard it rains a lot here, especially in winter.
Realtor: Well, you don’t melt from it. (Enters Lady Rain).



MUSIC Lady Rain crosses the stage with umbrellas and hand them out to everyone on stage.
ALL and Choir sing.

Ecnu He cBeayT C ymMa
PrmnaHe u rpékun,
CounHnBLINE TOMA
Ana 6ubnnoTékun,
Ecnn Te npodeccopa,
YTo CTYAEéHTOB yuar,
FopeMbiky-LwKONApa
HacMepTb He 3amyuar,
Ecnn HACcMepTb He ynbidCh
Ha xMenbHOM NupyLiKe,
0623aTeNnbHO BEPHYCh
K BaM, Apy3bA-NOAPYXKM.
BoT cTo10, AepxKy Becno,
Yépes mur otuanio,
Cépaue 6éaHoe cBend
CkOpbbio 1 neyansio.
Txo nnéweTtca Boaa -
Fonybas néuTa,
BcnomuHanTe nHorga
Bawero ctynéHTa.
Realtor: 1 understand your other two friends aren’t here yet, but we can we start anyway? | have another appointment
in half an hour.

Ty. Russians are always late. Your idea of having a language immersion apartment may not work that well after all.
Tara. I’'m not even in the Russian program. You’ll have to translate for me or teach me.
Sasha and Lilya run onto stage, panting.
Sasha. N3sunnte! Sorry we're late.
Realtor: | need to take a call, just come down when you’ve seen the apartment and we’ll talk then.
Realtor leaves. Students open one door.
Tara. | like the living room.
Students open another door.
Sasha. | like it a lot!
Ty. If we don’t rent it, it’ll be gone in a day.
Nick. Hey, look at these!l Muppets in the closet!
Tara. Cool! | wonder who lived here before... they must have left those.

Muppet (waking up and getting up). Oh, yes, one was a puppeteer. He moved out and left us to his roommate. The
roommate graduated, got a job on Wall street and left us here.

Ty (astounded). Al right... And you?
Blue Muppet. Well, first we thought we should join the Occupy Sesame Street movement, but given that we aren’t
that well made, and the weather isn’t that great, what’s the point in rotting?.

Green Muppet (getting up). Yeah, we aren’t that well made, and we aren’t very popular characters, either. Our
master sold the coolest ones, Ernie, Bert and Kermit to a real theater.

Sasha. Hey, you are guys dressed up as muppets, right? There was a muppet TV show in Russia in the nineties,
Ulitsa Sezam. It was a good show and a good era. Russians are not nearly as free and hopeful now.

Blue Muppet (hums). Lalalala, lalalala, Putin’s world. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETkVYejttqgs
Lilya. Russian economy was a mess, people sold all they had for food. It's much more stable now.
Sasha. But life is not about comfort or even survival. There is much more to life... The taste of freedom. Big goals.

Ty. And here... The cold war was over and the war on terror wasn’t around yet. But people didn’t enjoy it that
much, they had their petty troubles.



Pink Muppet. Cool, | love debates! To be poor in a democratic country versus well off under a dictator. Incidentally,
we ARE REAL muppets!

Nick. Right. So you live here?

Tara. Apparently they don’t pay rent since they’re dressed up as muppets and sleep in the closet. Hey, folks, we
like this place and we’ll be renting it, the five of us.

Blue Muppet. But we have absolutely nowhere to go.

Tara. You have your beautiful costumes, go do puppet shows for living.
Nick. Get out of your costumes, we won’t tell anyone. I’'m Nick. And you?
Pink Muppet. 'm Miss Piggy. He’s the Blue Guy, he’s the Green Guy.
Nick. I'm serious.

Pink Muppet. Sorry. We ARE muppets. You could do a puppet show with us. We aren’t the coolest ones, but in
theater, it’s better to have a reliable cast than a bunch of unruly stars.

Sasha. Wait, maybe they ARE real muppets? In our apartment in Perm, we had a Domovoi, house spirit, he always
finished our food and rearranged furniture.

Ty. Russians...
SCREEN: A Aomosos (Domovoi) House spirit
Tara. Let’s check them out. Let’s pinch them and pull their skin.

Tara, Sasha, Lilya, Ty and Nick surround the Pink Muppet, pinch her and pull the fabric she is made of The Pink Muppet
giggles and finally crawls out of the mess.

Pink Muppet. See? What did | tell you? (Walks away a few steps, speaks as someone wrongly suspected and now
acquitted). Since we all live here, let’s collaborate on a puppet theater project. Play at kids’ birthday parties.
Small business, little trouble. Ty. You know, my brother did puppet shows at kids’ birthdays when he was in
college and he was better off than most of his friends. We’ll all have a few extra bucks...

Sasha. We need a play... something very short and simple, but fun.
Tara. Right, something hands on and easy like an alphabet song or counting. Something kids could memorize!
Sasha. We can do it in English and in Russian, it will be less boring and parents will like it.
Nick. Let’s teach kids some Russian letters and words, too.
Realtor. So, would you like some more time to think about it?
Ty. We actually like it. Could we pay you now?
LIGHTS OFF. Students and Muppets leave.

SCENE FOUR  [Nick, Lilya, Pink Muppet]

MUSIC. Nick practices the Alphabet song.
Lz'lya. | can’t do it. | can’t be natural. | am too nervous.
Nick. Try to think of something good or funny, Lilya.
Lilya. | can’t.
Nick. Did you have fun when your dad bought you ice cream?
Lilya. My parents... well, my dad did not buy me any ice cream.
Nick. 'm sorry. You know why a blonde was staring at a carton of orange juice for half an hour?
Lilya. No. Why?
Nick. Because it had the word "concentrate” on it.

Nick takes ping pong balls cut in halves on a string and talks with his hands like puppets.
Right Ping Pong Puppet. Péiic HOmMep cTo aBaauath Tpu CaH-Aunéro-roHonyny otnpaBnfierca HemMéasieHHo.
Mpocbba naccakmpam 3aHATL MECTA B CAMOJIETe.

Left Ping Pong Puppet. This is a final call for flight number 123 for Honolulu. Honolulu. Honolulu. Honolulu.
Lizlya. | can paint something. Help advertise. But | just can’t act.

Enters Pink Muppet.Pink Muppet. Have you finished practicing? We're already packing our stuff. Come on, Lilya, you look
so nervous. You’ll be just fine when we start.

LIGHT CHANGE.



SCENE FIVE  [Birthday cake with candles on a small table, kids in birthday bats.}

MUSIC.

Birthday boy,three more kids, Mother, Father, Sasha, Lilya, Ty, Tara, Nick, Muppets sing the Alphabet song. http://www.youtu
byksbl BCce, oT A 10 A - HAWK A66pbie Apy3bA,
Mo nopAaaKy X CNoém, NOBTOPATb He YCTaéM,
A Bcerd nx 33, Hy-Ka, C HAMW NOBTOPM:
ABBIAEEX3UNKAMHOMPCTY®XLYLLLLBbIHOA
ABBI AEEX3UNKAMHOMPCTY®XLYLLLLBbIHOA

Sasha (takes a block with BI): I hate letter BL,its the ugliest one,but what can be done? Not much can be done.
Nick (takes blocks with III and II]). | can never say Llla and LWa right. And it’s not like | don’t try or anything.
Students, Puppets and guests stand around the cake.

All.
C AHEM poXAéHbA TebA,
C OHEM poxaéHba Tebq,
C AHEM poxAaéHba Kupdua,
C AHEM poxaéHba TebA!
Kirill. How do you say "Thank you” in Russian?

Ty. Spasibo! (To the audience) Should we all try it? SPASIBO!
SCREEN: ”C” (s) CITACMBO (SPASIBO) THANK YOU
Pink Muppet. OK guys, we're done. Have a great party!

Filipp. How do you say "bye” in Russian?

Sasha. Poka. (To the Audience) Let’s all say it! POKA!
SCREEN: 1’ (p) NMOKA (POKA) BYE

Filipp. Pokal

Everyone at the party. Poka! Spasibo!

Ty. Sasha, would you like to go out to dinner with me?

Sasha. Sure. When?

Ty. Tomorrow at the Thai place on campus?

Sasha. OK.
SCENE SIX  [Sasha, Lilya, Green Muppet, Blue Muppet]

Sasha. A XyTKO BONHYIOCb. UTO ecnu y HUX TyT BCE WMBOPOT-HaBLIBOPOT? [oOKa A 04eBalOCh, MOXelWb eué pas
NPOYECTb 3Ty rNaBy NPO MYXUYNH U XKEHLUH?

Lilya. NapHo. BoT: In the US, the distance between two people when they speak is considerably longer than in
Russia. Americans speak about this in term of a "bubble” that surrounds a person. Russians have no such
bubble.

Demonstration: Lilya approaches Green Muppet and Sasha approaches Blue Muppet. The muppets jerk back.They repeat
this action.

Sasha. Nanvwe, panswe!

Lilya. Russians like to argue about politics and religion whereas Americans think it is not polite to do so.

Sasha. 3HAYNT HUKAKON NONNTUKM, O YEM Xe TOrAA roBOPUTHL?

Lilya. He nepebusait noxanyicra, s xe untato! "The way of dating in the US tends to follow well-defined rules. For
instance, there are widely followed rules about sleeping on the third date. Men know they shouldn’t expect to
see a woman again if she insists to split the bill at the end of their first date. In Russia and Europe, the way of
doing things is more informal and spontaneous, and can vary from one region to another and even on a person
to person basis.

Sasha. Pa3, nBa, Tpu, cekc, pas, ABa, TPU, CEKC...

Lilya. Russians are much more careless with money. They do many things in excess including spending big sums
of money. They are proud of it and call this feature "broadness.”



Sasha. Ecnn no-npocTtdMy, pycckue wéapsie, a Ha 3anaze XMOTbl.
Lil)/d. Cawa, nocMoTpu Ha vackl! Tpu! Tel yxé aonxkHa bbiTe Tam. bern!

SCENE SEVEN  [Sasha, Ty, Waitress|

Sasha. Sorry, | am late.
Ty. Russians are always late.
Sasha. | read this book on cultural identity, it says that we just have a different style of time management.
Ty. That table in the corner.
Sasha. | burned a CD for you with my favorite Russian music.
Ty. Thank you! Kak 310 no-pyccku: cnacinbo 3a My3biky?
Sasha. Right. | like to listen to these pieces and | make up all kinds of stories when | am listening.
Ty. What kind of stories? (takes earphones and listens)
Sasha (dredmz'ly). Like that | am a princess, and my beloved knight has to overcome obstacles to get me back after
some evil guy steals me.
Tj. 1 love this first piece. But all | can think of when | hear it is the sea. A lot of moving water. Sasha, | have a crush
on you.
Sasha. There is that famous poem by Pushkin about the sea, its moving water.
Ty. Russians quote Pushkin all the time. | would like to learn a poem by him. How do you say in Russian "I love
you?”
Sasha. 2 Te6i nwobnd. Two A and two 0.
SCREEN. A1 me6# Awbato. Ya tebya lyublyu. I love you.
Ty. Do you mean it?
Sasha. What?
Ty. Do you love me?
Ty and Sasha take one earphone each and listen to a Russian song about love. MUSIC: Russian love song. http://www.youtube.c
MUSIC:
BOry paBHbIM KAaXeTcsa MHe Mo CYACTbio
YenoBék, KOTOPLIN Tak 6BAN3KO-6113K0
Mpen To661 CTOWT, TBOWN 3BYHALLUINA HEXHO
Cnywaet rénoc
N npenécTHbin cMex
Y MeHf npu 3Tom
Mepectano cpa3sy 66l cépaue 6UTLCA:
JInwb Te6A yBIUXY — VX 4 He B cMnax
BbiMONIBUTBL CNoBa.
BbiMONIBUTbL CNOBa.
Waitress. Hi! What are you gonna have today? (Shouts) Shall | start some drinks for you?
MUSIC PLAYS.

SCENE EIGHT  {Lilya, Sashal
Lilya. Hy ak?
Sasha (spins). "I have a crush on you, Sasha.”
Lilya. 3p6poso! U 3annatiun?
Sasha (spins). "It's on me, Sasha.”

MUSIC. Lilya and Sasha spin slowly to:
Ho HeMéeT TOTYAC A3bIK,
noa Koxemn
BbICTpO Nérknin xap npoberaer,
CMOTPAT,
Hnyero He BNASA, rnasa,



B YLIAX Xe —
3BOH HenpepbIBHbIN.
MNéTom XapKkum
2 66nuBaloCh,
ApO6XKblo
UnéHbl BCé OXBAYEHHBI,
3efieHée
CTaHOBNKCH TpaBhl,
M BOT-BOT KaK byaTo
C XWU3HUIO NMPOLLYChH 1.

Sasha exits spinning around. Lilya lingers near the stage wing.

SCENE NINE  [Green Muppet, Lilya, Stage hand with a letter cubel

Green Muppet. Lilya? Are you sad?
Lilya. No, | am not.
Green Muppet. | know how to say "you” in Russian.

Lilya. Say it.

Green Muppet. Tbl.

Lilya. Right.

Green Muppet. | know how to say "sad” in Russian.
Lilya. Say it.

Green Muppet. TPOCHbI.
Lilya. Almost.

SCREEN: T (t) I (g) Tbl T PYCTHbIN (ty grustnyj) YOU ARE SAD
Stage hand runs across the stage with the letter I on a cube, gives it to Green Muppet, takes it back, then disappears.
Green Muppet. Sasha is in love, and you... Will you love me?
Lilya. YOU?
Green Muppet. If you mean I’'m a Muppet, | know many mixed couples. We Muppets don’t self-identify as puppets,
we’re independent living beings.
Lz'lycz. I am just done with a very unpleasant love story. | need a break.
Green Muppet. What was it?

Lilya. | had a high-school sweetheart who was handsome and cool, from a very rich family. They were Muslim
Tartars.

Green Muppet. Muslim?

Lilya. So what, Muslim? | know many mixed couples. 15% of Russian population are Muslims. We are EURASIA.

Green Muppet. And what with the Muslim guy?

Lilya. He proposed, but said that | would have to accept the fact that he may eventually have two or three wives.
Green Muppet whistles.

Green Muppet. So you said “no?”

Lilya. What would YOU say?

Green Muppet. I'm really sorry. I'm not Muslim, you know.
Enter Blue and Pink Muppet.

Lilya. Here, your friends are back. | better go.
Lilya leaves.

Blue Muppet. Did you talk to her?

Green Muppet. | don’t like her anymore. | think if she marries me it would be for the green card. She’s that type...

Pink Muppet. It’s good you figured it out... Hey, guys, | just saw in the news that Muppets are cool again. Isn’t it
great?

Blue Muppet puts bis hand on Pink Muppet’s shoulder.



Blue Muppet (to Green Muppet). Let’s practice acting. The guys think we are pros, | didn’t have the heart to tell
them we were only in one school play.

SCENE TEN  [Pink Muppet, Green Muppet, Blue Muppet, Enter Ty, Nick, Sasha, Taral

» "

Tara. Look! We’re in the newspaper! "Hilarious Children’s Theater.
That boy’s dad was a journalist. We’ll have hundreds of calls now.

Pink Muppet. He liked our alphabet song.

Sasha. We can’t do alphabet song all the time. Let’s do a story. A short fairy tale for kids.

Blue Muppet. This is a liberal college town, they love multiculturalism. Let’s do a story from China or India...
Pink Muppet (playing with a burka). Or maybe something from Arab folklore?

Sasha. How about a Russian love story?

Blue Muppet. A love story. (Hugs Pink Muppet)

Ty. A Russian love story would probably end in tragedy.

Nick. Why, it’s a children’s show!

Ty. Are the best Russian fairy tales also by Pushkin? He is the most venerated Russian author. He enjoys some
God-like status there... 19th century, right?

Sasha. Right. | love "Rouslan and Lyudmila.” It’s short and it has Russian folk creatures, knights, princesses,
everything kids love. (Dreamily) Think about it: a handsome knight marries a princess, she is kidnapped by a
magician, he sets off to rescue her, there are rivals and friends.

Tara. Sounds like our fantasy books.
Ty. We have to be realistic. There’s only five of us...
Pink Muppet puffs angrily.
...Plus three Muppets. Eight actors just aren’t enough.

Blue Muppet. What with the guys and girls who were occupying the city? They have to clear out of downtown by
tomorrow. Let’s go ask them to join our show. Some might want to.

SCENE ELEVEN  [Nick, First Occupy Girl, Second Occupy Girl and four more strangely dressed people with
outrageous hairdo, tattoos, beer bottles and cigarettes]

College students... great energy and talent.”

Nick. Oh well. Are you on the cast?
First Occupy Girl. We are! What're we supposed to do?

Sasha. We are doing a fairy tale, and in the introduction, there is a tree of life and around it, a Learned Cat who
tells tales, a forest spirit Leshij, a Mermaid Rusalka, a witch Baba Yaga, a Hut on Chicken Legs, a Covetous Tsar,
a knight, a Sorcerer and a Princess.Second Occupy Girl. | love folk stuff. (hums, the First Girl joins her) "We shall
overcome...”

Nick. 1t’s not exactly that. Come we’ll tell you what to do.

SCENE TWELVE  [Pushkin, Quill, Oak Tree, Cat, Leshij, First Mermaid, Hut on Chicken Legs, Chernomor,
Rouslan, Baba Yagal
DANCE: Pushkin is chasing his Quill across the stage, then turns her upside down. The Quill hugs Pushkin from behind and
looks at his paper. The Quill runs downstage and sits still.

Pushkin (with paper and a small quill,~writes, recites). ¥ nykomépba ay6 3enéHbii...
Oak Tree enters

Tree speaks). Y nykomOpbs Ay6 3enéHbiil.

Pushkin (with paper and quill: writes and recites). 3natas uens Ha Ay6e ToM.

All and the Tree speaks). 3natas uensb Ha Ay6e TOM.

Pushkin (with paper and quill: <writes and recites).
N AHEM M HOYBIO KOT YUYEHbIN
Bcé x6auT nd uenu Kpyrom.

Cat (to someone bebind the stage). A Learned Cat walks day and night, on a chain! My turn, finally!
(Comes out proudly, walks chained around the tree).



Pushkin (with paper and quill: <writes and recites).
MAéT HanpaBo — necHb 3aBOAUT,
Hanéeso — cka3Ky roBopwur.
The Cat walks to the left and murmurs a song then walks to the right.
Cat. Oops! The other way around. To the right he walks, and sings a song; To the left he walks, and tells a tale....

(walks up to Pushkin, looks from behind his shoulder and recites with air of importance). Tam uyypeca: Tam néwui
6poaunT, Pycanka Ha BeTBAx cnaut. (Whispers loudly and angrily). Leshij and Mermaid, you're talking backstage
and missing your cue again.

Enter the First Mermaid and Leshij. Each leans on the wall on the two opposite sides of the stages or on two opposite
branches of the oak. The Mermaid is playing with her tail, looking around arrogantly and Leshij is wiggling his fingers and
shakes his head, acting as if he is a forest in the wind.

Leshij. Tam Ha HeBéAOMbIX AopdxKax Cnefbl HEBIAAHHBIX 3BePEN.

Izbushka on Chicken Legs (enters,opens the door;recites).
M36ylwKa TaM Ha KYpbUX HOXKaxX
CrounT 6e3 OkoH, 6e3 aBepén.
First Mermaid.
Tam nec u 8,01 BUAEHUIN NOHDI;
Tam 0 3apé NpPUXAbIHYT BONHDI
Ha 6per necyaHsii u nycton,
N TpnauaTth BATA3EM NPEKPACHbIX
Upenodi ns Boa BbIXOAAT ACHbBIX,
M C HUIMK pAAbKA UX MOPCKON.
Cat (spinning/twirling paws around each other).
Tam KOponéemuy MUMOXO,0M
MneHfeT rpod3HOro uapA.
Enters Chernomor, then enters Rouslan. Rouslan is holding onto Chernomor’s beard. Both look at the public as if blinded
by light and stunned.
Chernomor.
Tam B obnakax nepepn, HapOaAOM
Yepe3s neca, yepes mopA
KonayH HecéT boratbipf.

Baba Yaga (enters in a mortar and recites, becomes agitated and excited when she speaks about Baba Yaga).
B TeMHMUe TaM LLapéBHA TYXUT,
A 6ypbIin BONK €1 BEPHO CNYXUT,
Tam ctyna ¢ baboto Arom
NaéT, bpenéT cama cobom;
Tam uapb Kauién Hag 3n1aTOM YaxHeT,
Al together.

Tam pycckon ayx... TaM Pycblo naxHet!

Pushkin (with paper and quill: <writes and recites).

N Tam 5 6bi1, U MEA, A NUA;

Y mépsa Bnaen ayb6 3enéHbli;

Moa HUM cnaén, n KOT YY€EHbIN

CBOM MHe CKAa3KW roBOpwJI.

OAHY 2 NOMHIO: CKA3Ky 3Ty

MoBénat Tenépb A CBETY...

Grabs the Quill, the Quill runs away from him. Chase dance movements. Pushkin turns the quill upside down.
Pushkin. 'll get a laptop and you’ll be out of job! Stop running away from me!

Quill. Just try and get one! But remember, | am your INSPIRATION! Your Muse! Your girlfriend! Can you laptop be
all of that?

The Quill runs away.



SCENE THIRTEEN  [Pushkin and Cat sit on two sides of the Oak Tree. The rest of the group sit downstage.}

Pushkin. Why on earth did | write all that crap. I'd rather be picking berries or something. They wrote all that
literary criticism about my work, a waste of paper if you ask me.

Cat. Look, you are just depressed. Think about it, every Russian schoolchild knows tons of your poems by heart,
especially this one, "U Lukomoria.” You immortalized me, the Learned Cat. Jumps up). |, I, | am the cat that goes
to the right and sings a song and goes to the left and tells a tale. Isn’t it cool?

Pushkin. OK. Well. Fine. Let’s have a drink. What do the kids have here? Some ghastly beer... (Pours some beer to
the Cat and himself). All my stories are dated.

Cat. Dated? In Russia? Russia has all the problems you wrote about now as it did at your time. The autocracy, the
fools, the bad roads. Take "The Prisoner of Caucasus,” what is dated about that poem of yours? All those wars
with the wild mountaineers — just recently they have had several wars with their own Chechnya. They even shot
a movie, "The Prisoner of Caucasus,” about it.

SCREEN: Episode from Chechnya war. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayTqylAqqHU&feature=related

Mermaid. What about your magnum opus, your novel in verse, "Eugene Onegin?” Doesn’t every girl everywhere in
the world fancy a fop before she marries a decent guy? Doesn’t love always walk in circles? I’d love to act it out!

Leshij (acting out and agitated; be is always talking in a red neck style). And Onegin shooting his best friend in a duel:
Bang! Bang! (pretends to shoot). And the Bronze Horseman chasing some poor guy all over the city: Boom!
Boom! Love it!

Izbushka on Chicken Legs. And all your fairy tales for leeetle children, soooo sweet! | would love to take them to
stage!

Rouslan. And all of your... hm, r-rated little poems, | reread them when | feel low.
Chernomor utters an angry sound.

Pushkin. Well, this may be. But that erotic poem you’re all in, "Rouslan and Lyudmila...” Except for the introduction
we all recited, it has a feel of a college prank. | can’t even reread it, I'll be too disgusted.

Cat. | can’t believe you are saying this.

Pushkin. When | was writing it, | was twenty. This explains a lot. Good luck anyway. | am out of here.

Cat. You'll be sorry. It’s going to be fun!
Pushkin jumps over the Cat, pulls Chernomor’s beard, kisses the Mermaid and runs away.

Chernomor (angrily tidies up his beard). Typical Pushkin. His whole biography is just a list of pranks.

Baba Yaga. You guys got carried away. Aren’t you all supposed to act out Prince Vladimir’s beloved daughter
Lyudmila’s wedding with all the Ambassadors, dancing skomorokhs and toasting?
Everyone jumps on their feet.

First Mermaid. It’s a Russian wedding, so they sing lamentations because the bride loses her freedom when she
gets married. Russians have that predisposition to tragedy.

Cat (puts on buge glasses and browses a buge book). No, not lamentations, in this scene, Pushkin was focusing on
Rouslan’s desire to consummate his marriage and his wife’s fears...

Rouslan. You aren’t in it, right? So get lost!

Cat. It’s easy to hurt a Cat’s feelings. Who cares?

SCENE FOURTEEN [Viadimir, Anna, First Skomorokh, Western Ambassador, Moslem Ambassador, Armenian.
Ambassador, Rouslan, Lyudmila, Rugdie, Rutmir, Farlaf, Lyudmila’s Maid, Ladal

SCREEN:IT (p) IUP (pir): FEAST (or Puppets cross stage with three cubes with letters)

MUSIC. Rouslan, Lyudmila, Prince Vladimir, the Eastern Ambassador, the Western Ambassador, Farlaf, Rutmir and Rugdie
enter with a feast table, skomorokhs somersault to the room, dance and sing, use shakers and horns. The Maid is making
Lyudmila’s braids.

Viadimir (toasts).
MeHbLIYI0 A0Yb A BblAakd
3a KHA38 Xxpabporo PycnaHa
N MEp, 13 TAXKKOro cTakaHa
3a HUX C BECENbIM CEPALLEM MbIO.



Everybody drinks.

First Skomorokh. 3amopcknin nocodn xéuet BLICTYNUTL, MTnepbopéincknin. Mo3sdénnTbL?

Viadimir (nods). No3sonnTs!

Western Ambassador (bows to Prince Viadimir). Mundpa, 6naroaapid sac! 1o 601blwas 4ecTb — NPUCYTCTBOBATH Ha
cBaabbe Bawen aduepu.
Western Ambassador drinks.

Second Skomorokh. Kak Tam 3T0... Apabckuit Nocodn XO4eT BLICTYNUTb, NO3BONNTL?

Viadimir (nods). No3sdnuts!

Moslem Ambassador (bows to Prince Viadimir). Beniikuii kHa3b, 2 NOAbLWEH BAWIMM NpurnawéHmem u xenaw MoaoakIM
cyacTba!

Moslem Ambassador drinks.
First Skomorokh. Tyt ewé 370, ADMAHCKMI 3HAYUT nocdn uméetcs. Mo3BOAUTL BHICTYNUTL?
Viadimir (nods). Mo3sdénuts!
Armenian Ambassador. Benviknin XpuctnaHckuin Knass Bnagumup! bpaT Haw Bo Xpucté! 3a cyactbe TBOUX AeTéi!
Armenian Ambassador drinks.
Everyone. Tépbko!
Rouslan and Lyudmila kiss.
LIGHTS OFF, OMINOUS MUSIC Lada, the Love Goddes, enters angrily.
Lada (SINGS LADA’S SONG). http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaujPBTOvu®

bbino Bpémsa: npouseTanu
Borun npéeHne cnaBiH!

HaM cBATHIHM NocBAWANY,
Bo3BpaTACb M3 AANbHUX CTPaH.
Monoabix BeH4Yana Jlaaa

M3 uBeTOB NUA HEKTAap,

M noboéBHbIE yCcnaabl
Mocbinana nm Kak gap.

Ho cBATbIHM onycTénu,

K HUM nandMHUK He UAOET.

Bo [lHenpé, B 6onblwidn kynénu
OkpecTinnu Becb HapoA.

Bbl XpucTy BO34BUIAM XPaMbl,
N kaanTe Bbl emy.

N yx6amm HaBceraa Mol
Morpyxaemcs BO TbMy.
MpoknsaHy nona u Bécu,

M npecténbHbIi Knee rpaa.
Tbl Bnagnmup nbéwb n Bécen —
Ckoépo bynelub Thl He paj,

YTo nporHan 6oros poanmsix,
Monbus 4yxom 3akoH.
Hukakne xepyBuMbl

He cnacyT TBOW XXankuit TpoH!
LIGHTS OFF, OMINOUS MUSIC

Moslem Ambassador (to Western Ambassador). This was their pagan Goddes of love, Lada! She cursed Vladimir and
the young couple. She can’t forgive Vladimir for accepting Christianity. What disaster will befall Kiev?

Western Ambassador. Whatever makes them weak will make us stronger.

Armenian Ambassador. Look at the evil Prince Rugdie (Rugdie brandishes his fist), Prince Farlaf the drunkard (Farlaf
bows), and at the charming khan Rutmir (Rutmir takes out and puts back his sword). They all had proposed and
were denied. They are so jealous and angry they don’t even drink. This is where the disaster can strike from!

Western Ambassador. Our king’s nephew also proposed...
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Moslem Ambassador. And our sultan’s son did, too. They say Vladimir chose Rouslan because he fought a dragon
and a Pecheneg army all alone, but | don’t believe such rumors. Rouslan is a Christian, that’s what matters at the
Kievan court these days.

Grand Princess Anna (sends chashnik with goblets to the three rivals).
Tebé, Poraan, sovtenb CMEnbIN,
Meudm pa3aBUHYBLLUUI Npeaénbl
BOraTbix KMeBCKUX MOJNEN
Cen kybok: paayuca n nen. (Rugdie stand up and bows).
Opyron 1ebé, dapnad HaaMEHHbIN,
B nupax Hukém He nobexaéHHbini. (Farlaf stands up and bows).
A TpéTtuit wnio Te6é, Patmup,
MycTb BecennT T€64 Mon nup! (Rutmir stand up and bows).
Eastern Ambassador dances lezginka-like dance with two skomorokhs.
Rugdie.
Kak aAyMbl CTpallHble TafT
JtobBM 1 HEHABUCTYU A4,
Ha cBéTe MHe HUYTO He MUNO:
He MHé pocTaHetcsa Jllogmmnal
Farlaf.
YTo TONKY 32 KOBLIOM MYCThIM
Cupaétb Hacynacb. MosTopum!
B BMHE 1 NBe CKOSIbKO CUJIbI...
He MHé pocTaHeTtcsa Jllogmunal

Rutmir. Hesécta dun onyctina,
Kak byaTo cépauem npuyHsina,
HeT, Nnup Becénsil MHe He B NP,
He MHé pocTaHeTca liogmunal

Moslem Ambassador. Ratmir is the most charming of all four, but he is not Christian.

Western Ambassador. Vladimir was not that sure what religion to prefer before he baptized Rus’. He sent his
emissaries to the lands of Islam, Judaism, to Greeks in Constantinople and to the Pope in Rome. The cunning
Greeks won the Russians over.

Moslem Ambassador. | heard the emissaries liked our Moslem faith most of all, but the Prophet Mohummad forbade
drinking. Vladimir said "Drinking is the joy of Russians.” Look!

Farlaf makes a couple of dance movements and falls onto the floor with a huge empty goblet in his hands.

SCREEN: DRUNK PRESIDENT YELTSIN IN 1995 (HE SAYS, “DRINKING IS THE JOY OF RUSSIA:” http://www.youtube.com/w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aA-1al2MUKw episode fromhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1A9nHuSPS

SCREEN: Yeltsin was a drunk, but he was fun. We miss him!
Vladimir stamps with his staff. Skomorokhs run away.

MUSIC CHANGES.

SCREEN: H (n) HOYb (noch): NIGHT

Rouslan walks away with Lyudmila. Vladimir and Anna walk away.
LIGHTS CHANGE. MUSIC: Lullaby

SCENE FIFTEEN  [Western Ambassador, Moslem Ambassador, Armenian Ambassador, Lyudmila’s Maid, drunk_
Farlaf, Volchok}

Enters the little grey wolf Volchok. He sings the lullaby (with the choir repeating the song), and the skomorokhs and guests
fall asleep. Ambassadors are leaving on tiptoes.

Volchok.
baro-6awwkn-6aid,
He noxucs Ha kpato.

11



MpuaéTt cépeHbkunii BONYOK
N yxBaTtnT 3a 60uOK.

OH yxBAaTunT 3a 6oudK

M noTawuT BO necok,

M noTawuT BO necok,

Mop, pakUTOBbIN KYCTOK.

Western Ambassador. What a fierce people these Russians are, no wonder they say that their ancestors are the
bloodthirsty Scythians. Did you hear the lullaby?

Armenian Ambassador. What?

Western Ambassador. It goes, if you sleep on the edge of the bed the little grey wolf will grab you and drag you to
the forest.

Moslem Ambassador. Why, | think it’s cute.
LIGHTS OFF, all exit

SCENE SIXTEEN  {Rouslan, Lyudmila, Draped Person}
Lyudmila.

OrH” NOracsu... N HOYHYI0

Namnapny 3axuraet Jlensb.

Rouslan. CBepliInce Msibie HaaEXabl,
FoTéBa BpayHasa NocTénb.

MUSIC: Aumsa cecmpa moa.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Es62_gevmYc

Rouslan.

AnTa, cecTpa Mo,

Yénem B Te Kpaf,

Fae Mbl c TOBON He pa3nydyaTbcsa cMOXeM.

Foe onsa nobsn - Beka,

loe paxe cMepThb Nnerka,

B kpatd XenaHHOM, Ha Tebd Noxoxem.
Lyudmila.

M cOnHuA BNAXKHBLIN Nyy

Cpeln HEHACTHbLIX TyY

Yctanoro yma nerkd KOCHETcH.

TBOWX HEBEPHbIX rnas

TaWHCTBEHHbBIN MPUKA3.

B conéHoi neneHé aBa YEPHbLIX COMHLA

Rouslan and Lyudmila.
M Mbl BOMAEM BABOEM B BLICOKUI APEBHUIN A0M,
lne BpéMeHeM yiOT oTnonunpdeaH,
Ine apomMaT UBETOB — U3bICKAHHbLIM BUHOM.
Fae cMyTHOW ambpoin BO3ayx okonaodBaH.
Choir.
AwnTa, cecTpa moA,
Yénem B Te Kpaf,
Fae Mbl c TOBON He pa3nydaTbcsa cMOXeM.
Fne onsa noben - Beka,
loe paxe cMepTb nerka,
B Kkpatd XenaHHOM, Ha Tebs noxoxeM.

Rouslan takes off parts of Lyudmila’s costume.

SCREEN: Russian female national costume has four parts: kokoshnik, a fancy hair dress; sarafan, a type of a sundress; a
long shirt underneath the sarafan; and a belt.

They hug and then a hand/draped person pulls Lyudmila’s braids and Lyudmila shrieks and disappears.
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Rouslan (catching air and following ber).
Moamnna! Yto sTo, Jliomnna,
MoxwnuweHa 6e3BécTHOM cunon!
Kak! nocne poénrux, aoénrux ner
O6HATL BNIOONEHHYIO Noapyry,
KenaHun, cnés, Tock1 npeamer,
M BAPYT MUHYTHYIO CYnpyry
HaBék yTpaTuTb... 0 ApYy3bA,
3auém, 3a4ém He ymep 1!
Rouslan covers his face with his hands and runs off stage.

SCENE SEVENTEEN  [Rouslan, Viadimir, Anna, Ambassadors, Skomorokhs, Rutmir, Rugdie, Farlaf |

Vladimir, Anna, Ambassadors and skomorokhs enter, yawn, stretch, then clash with frantic Rouslan.
Rouslan. Moamnna, manas iogmuna! MoxnweHa 6e3BécTHON cinoi!
Everyone exclaims something.
Western Ambassador. Someone kidnapped the young bride. | can’t see how this could happen. Wasn’t her husband
in there?
Viadimir.
Tenépb Tep3ancs, nnavb, 3104Mn!
He Mor cbepéub eHbl cBOEN!
CKaXnTe, KTO M3 BaC CornaceH
CkakaTb 3a gbéuepbio Moéin?
Baw néaBur byaeTt He HanpaceH,
ToMy s aaM ee B cynpyru
C nonuapcTeoM Npaaenos Momx.
KTo Bei3oBeTCA, AéTK, ApYrn?
Rouslan. 1...
Farlaf 4...
Rutmir. 1...
Rugdie. 4...
Farlaf:
OT1éu, Haw! KHA3b Haw! Msbl c Porpgaem
M c Hamu 1OHbIN XaH PaTmnp
Ceiyac KOHéN CBOUX cepnaem;
Mbl pasbl BECb M3bE3AUTL MUP!
SCREEN: A (ya), A (means ”I”)
Vladimir and his men exit.
Western Ambassador. Prince Vladimir annulled his daughter’s marriage. Whoever finds Lyudmila and brings her
back gets to marry her. | should go write to my King.
Armenian Ambassador. So we’ll have one more wedding feast soon. Let’s bet on the contenders. | would say Rutmir.
Moslem Ambassador. Rugdie is heavier, I’d bet on him.
Ambassadors leave.
Farlaf
Hy HakoHéw! Hacnny s
Ha Bénio BbipBancs, aApy3bi!
Yx TO-TO KpOBU BYAET Teub,
MoBecennchb, MO BEPHLIN Mey!
All three contenders leave, then Farlaf leaves.

SCENE EIGHTEEN [Rouslan, The Learned Cat.}

Rouslan.
Yéxanu Bce Tpde BMECTE;
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A 2 YHbIHbEM KaK YOUT;
MbICnb O NOTEPSAHHOMN HeBéCTe
MeHA Tep3aeT U MepTBUT.
Cat.
He pacnanfn cebf Tockomn
M oTnpaBnancs 3a KHAXHON.
Yto TOnKy B winépax u KOHE?
Capunck, 1 noesxan Ha MHé.
Rouslan. Ko Tb1?
Cat.
KTo 5? 4 KOoT YUéHbli!
Caance, noBEPbLCA MHE BO BCEM!
Mbl ckOpo B KiieB 301104EHbIN
TBOK HeBECTY NpuBesém!
HanpacHo rHéT Tebf KpyunHa,
M nnava bpéaniub HasBy.
Monaém pasbillem Mara dPMHHa:
PycnaH... poeépbcs BonwebCTBY.
| am a Learned Cat. | can speak Russian fluently. | can speak English fluently. | am therefore a bilingual Cat.
If you act bravely but remain careful, if you do all the right things knights do when they are on a quest | will get
your Lyudmila back.
Rouslan. MéxeT xBaTUT XBacTaTbea, a7

Rouslan leaves.

SCENE NINETEEN  {[Cat, Pushkin, Quilll

Pushkin enters, followed by hi Quill, catches the Cat’s tail.
Pushkin. Paszse oH Ha KoTé exan?
Quill. HeT, He Ha KOTé.
Pushkin. I'd like everyone to know that this cat is an impostor. In my poem, Rouslan was riding a horse.

Cat. | protest. Rouslan prefers me over a horse because | am smarter. A plain horse is a plain horse, and a Learned
Cat is a Learned Cat. AbABonbCKas pasHuual

Pushkin tries to pull the cat out but the Quill calms him down and takes him away.
SCENE TWENTY [Cat, Finn, Rouslan, Nainal

Cat. Hey, Finn! How are you? Business going well?

Finn. So-so, the economy isn’t that good. But | don’t only do magic now, I’m a shrink, too.

Cat. Oh, great. | brought you a client. On his wedding night, he lost his bride Lyudmila, the Grand Prince’s daughter,
to an unknown evil force! He could use some therapy and a lot of magic.

Finn. | can do therapy. As far as magic goes, | am a great wizard, but so’s my enemy, Naina. As soon as she finds
out I’'m helping your guy she’ll do all she can to do him in.

Cat. Who is Naina?

Finn. Naina is a witch. She rejected me when | was a young shepherd. | became a warrior and took my countrymen
all over the world. But she rejected me, even with all my power and riches. Then | became a wizard, and spent
years enchanting her so that she would fall in love with me. Alas! | succeeded, and a seventy year old witch came
to my cave to tell me she was burning with love for me! This is my story about Naina, for anyone who forgets
that time flies way too fast.

SCREEN: B (v) BPEMA (vremya): TIME
Rouslan enters.

Finn.
Pycnau, nuwwunca ol JloaMAnbl;
TBOW TBEPALIN AYX TepAeT CUsbl;
Ho 314 npoMunTCA BLICTPLIA MUT:
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Ha BpéMsa pok Teba noctur.

Y3Hau, Pycnan: Teon ockopbuTtens

BonwébHuk cTpaluHbii YepHomop,

Kpacasuu, 4aBHUI NOXUTUTENb,

MonHOWHbLIX 0bnagatens rop.

Eré Hanaéws Thl, U 310061

MornbHeT OT PyKM TBOEN.
Rouslan.

OTKpOWca: KTO Thl, 6BnarogaTHbIN,

Cynbbbl HaNéPCHUK HEMOHATHbLIN?
Finn.

OTBéuUYy A, NOBE3HLIN ChiH,

YK 5 3ab6b11 OTYN3HBI AANBHOMN

Yrpidmbi kpan. 1 péaom puHH.

BOT HUTb CyA bbbl MO NeYyanbHOM:

JaBHO 6113 Halero cenéHo,

Kak MWNbIN LBET yeAUHEHbS,

Xuna HanHa. Mex noapyr

OHa rpeména kpacoTon.

M 2 niob6BbL y3Han aywon.

CnoBam nwobs1n oHa BHUMANa,

Jinwb npénectn ceon nob4,

M paBHOAYWHO OTBeYana:
Naina. Nactyx, 2 He N6 TebA!
Finn.

YTo MHe cka3aTe? 3aayman s

OcTaBuTb HUHCKNE NONA;

Mopéin HeBépHble MyYNHbI

C ApyxnHon BpaTckoi nepennbiTh

N 6paHHOW CNaBOWN 3aCNyXNTb

BHMMAaHbe ropaoe HavHbl.

K HOram kpacasuubl HagMEéHHOM

MpUHEC 5 Mey OKPOBABJIEHHBIN,

Kopannsbl, 3naTo 1 XeMmuyr;

Mpen Hé, CTPACTbIO YNOEHHbIN,

be3MONBHbIM pOEM OKPYKEHHbI

E€ 3aBMCTNINBBLIX NOAPYT,

CToAN 2 NNEHHMKOM MOCAYLHbIM;

Ho néea ckpbliack OT MeHA,

Mpuménesa c BUAOM PaBHOAYLIHbIM:
Naina. Tepoi, 2 He nwobnid TebA!
Finn.

M 2, niobBN UCKATENb XAAHbBIN,

Pewnncs B rpyctu 6e3oTpaaHom

HaunHy yapamu npusnéus

W B répaom cépaue AéBbl XTAAHON

J11066Bb BoNIWEBCTBAMY 3aXKéUb.

Cnewwnn B 06BbATUA CBOGOAI,

B yeAWHEHHBIN MpaK necos;

M Tam, B yuéHbe KONAYHOB,

MpoBén HeBUAUMBIE TOAbI.

Y3HAan 2 cuny 3akANHAHbBAM.

BeHéw, nobeu, BeHEL, XenaHbAM!

BonwébHbIN BUXOPb NOAHAN BOW,



3eMn4 B34 pOorHyna nog Horom...
W BOopyr cMANT Nepeao MHoOWM
Crapyluka gpaxnas, ceaas,
Fnaszamu BNansiMu cBepKas,
C ropbom, ¢ Tpacydyein ronosoém,
MeyanbHOM BETXOCTU KAPTUHA.
AX, BUTA3b, TO BbI1A HanHal..
Naina.
Tak, cépaue 2 Tenépb y3Hana;
A BUXKY, BEPHBIN Apyr, OHO
Jna HEXHOWM CTPACTU POXKAEHO;
MpocHynuch 4yBCTBA, A Cropato,
ToMAKOCh XXeNnaHbsIMU NOO6BMN...
Mpuan B 06BLATUSA MOM...
O Munbin, MAnbiA! ymupato...
Finn runs away, she tries to follow him then brandishes her fists.
Jobunca Tol 110681 HavHbI,
M npe3upaellb — BOT MY>XUYUHbI!
N3MéHHUK, n3eepr! o nosop!
Ho Tpenewn, aesnyuni sop!
Finn.
Tak Mbl pacctanuck. C 3Tux nop
XunBy B MOEM yeaUHEHbE
C pa3ovapdBaHHOM AyWON;
M B Mpe cTapuy yTeléHbe
Mpupdaa, MyapocTs 1 NOKON.
Aywoéto yépHom 306 nobA,
KonayHbsa cTapas, KOHEYHO,
Bo3HeHaBMAUT U Teb4;
Ho répe Ha 3emMné He BEYHO.
Rouslan. Otéu, bnarocnosn meHs.
Finn blesses Rouslan.
Cat. VI meH4.
Finn waves at the Cat.

Cat. No blessing for me! Discrimination against cats, as always, even though very often animals are much more
human than people.

Rouslan leaves riding the Cat.
SCENE TWENTY ONE  [Rugdie, Farlaf}

MUSIC, Farlaf is singing a hedonistic song (Serdyuchka?), then begins to eat and drink sumptuously. Farlaf hears steps,
wraps his food in he tablecloth and with this sack runs. Rugdie chases him.

Rugdie (sees Farlaf).

Pycnan!

Mpe3péHHbIN, Aan ceb AOrHaTh!

Jan rénosy c Teb64 copBaTh!

Farlaf falls, Rugdie bends over him.
Rugdie. NMornbuu, Tpyc! Ympi, Pycna!

Then Rugdie recognizes Farlaf and pushes him with his foot, laughing.
Rugdie.

Kak s ®apnada He y3Han,

A 4yyTb N1 MEY He 3ansaTHAaN.

Farlaf crawls away and lies quietly.
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SCENE TWENTY TWO  [Naina, Rugdie, Farlaf, Nenila}

Naina comes to Rugdie.
Naina.
Pycnan BoH Tam! bern Tyna!
Eré ybbélwsb Thl 6e3 Tpyaa.
Rugdie runs in that direction Naina. Naina finds Farlaf lying on the ground.

Naina.
Jioamuny MyapeHo CbiCKaTh;
OHa panéko 3abexana;
He HaM c Tob6M eé pocTaTs.
OnacHo pa3bes3kaTb NO CBETY;
Tel, NpaBo, byaeulb cam He paa.
Mocnéayn Mmoemy COBETY,
CTynam TuxoxoHbKO Ha3aga,.
Mopa Knesom, B yeanHéHbe,
B cBOEM HacNéacTBeHHOM CenéHbe
OcTaHbcs nyvile 6e3 3a60T:
OT Hac JllogmMuna He ynaer.
Naina gives Farlaf a goblet of wine. Enters Nenila. Naina whispers something to Nenila.

Nenila.
Fonybumk, muneHbkuin, dapnad!
Tebs 2 poMa JoXNAANACS.
OT cnés3 aaBHO NpoMOK pyKas,
N céppue yyTb He pa3opBaNoOCh.
3a4éM UCKATb YYXKUX HEBECT,
Koraa cBofl HeBécTa aoMma?
3ayémM 6exaTb oT BIN3KMX MecT
K Mectam ganékum, HesHakOMbIM?
TeoA HeHnna uem Tebé
He nopowna, He yroanna?
Nan Ko MHé, K cBOéN cynbbé!
3auém, dapnad, Tebé Moamnna?
Farlaf cries and hugs Nenila. Nenila and Farlaf hug and leave.

SCENE TWENTY THREE  [Rouslan, Rugdie, Cat]

Rugdie encounters Rouslan.
Rugdie.

Cron!

Rouslan. A, Tbl, KpOBAaBbIX BUTB NCKATEND,
Porpan, Hapéxnaa KUeBnfH,
JlloAMWNIbI MPAYHBIA 0BOXATEND.
Rugdie.
KTo notep#n eé, Pycnan?
TpYCANBbLIN MYX XeHY TepseT.
Bca Pycb cMeéTca Hag, Tobom!
Rugdie thrashes his sword into Rouslan. Rouslan resists the blow and in turn thrashes his sword into Rugdie. Rugdie falls
onto the ground.
Rouslan. Ympn, 3aBUCTHUK 30106HbIN MOiA!
Rouslan throws Rugdie into the river and walks away.
Cat. | told you you have to be careful, the guy nearly did you in, if you didn’t kill him he would definitely kill you
and...
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Rouslan. MoxeT xBaTut 60nTaTh, a?

SCENE TWENTY FOUR  [First Mermaid, Rugdiel

First Mermaid swims up and tickles Rugdie.
Rugdie. A, Tbi, pycanka monopan?
First Mermaid.
3anonyuyy cebé Poraas,
Hac xaét oTéu, Mon, uapb MOpckom
Tenépb Tbl, BUTA3b, ByAewwb Mon!
Ha aHe MopckdMm, B noaBdaHOM 6é3aHe,
Tbl Oyaewb MyXeM MHe JIl06é3HbIM!
First Mermaid and Rugdie wrap themselves in the river and leave. From the ceiling are hanging fish on ropes (the fish kiss
Rugdie)
MUSIC Enchanting music (Russian?) and OPERA SONG by GHOST SINGER. MUSIC.

SCREEN: P (r) PYCAAKA (rusalka) POTAAM (Rugdie): MERMAID, RUGDIE
SCENE TWENTY FIVE  [Muppets, Cat, Pushkin, Quilll

Cat (turning the pages of a book). HesaxHo, HeBaXHO, HeBaXHO. The next several pages are irrelevant.

Blue Muppet. What's there?
Cat. Well... mmm... Pushkin is discussing some aspects of married life.
Enters Pushkin.
Pushkin (jumps on Blue Muppets lap). YBbi! Ha pasHbie 3a6aBbl | MHOrO xn3Hu nory6iun! | was twenty, low morals,
liberal French influence, etcetera, etcetera.
Enters Quill. Quill dances towards Pushkin and slips away when he tries to catch it.
Quill.
Jlo6B1, HadEéXAbl, TUXON CNABbI
Henoénro Héxmun Hac obMaH,
Ncuésnu 10Hble 3ab64aBsl,
Kak COH, Kak YTpeHHUN TyMaH...

Quill dances. Pushkin chases it.
Pushkin. Don’t write my poems! You just mess them all up!
Quill.
ToBapwii, Bepb: B3OMAET OHA,
3Be34a NNeHNTEeNbHOrO CYACTbA!
Pushkin catches the Quill, turns it upside down and then sits down with the Quill in his lap.
Pink Muppet. (dumbfounded). OK, how about our scenes in the wizard’s castle?
Cat. They are OK! OK! OK!
Pushkin (jumps oﬁ). Yes, they are fine. I'll go see how you do them.
The Quill dances away and falls, sits on the stage. Pushkin leaves, dragging away the Quill with him.
Cat. Pushkin! Very childlike and unruly. He used to jump into generals’ laps as soon as he entered theater. Well,
what do you want, he is a genius. MéHunin kakOn-To.
The Cat leaves. Muppets put on burkas.
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